Wantage Women’s Institute Annual Report for 2013/2014
I am pleased to present our fourth Annual Report which has again seen a very successful year for Wantage Women’s Institute.  Our membership to date is 72 – 7 dual members and 65 full members – which is the highest membership to date.  Because our membership has been at full capacity, we have been compiling a waiting list throughout last year.  However, as a number of existing members decided not to renew their membership, we were able to ask the majority of those on this waiting list to join us in February.

Our Committee changed slightly last March.  Jean Stirrup was re-elected President for a fourth year.  Elizabeth Davison remained our Treasurer and Sandra Mitchell became our Assistant Treasurer.  Unfortunately, Katherine had to leave us due to work commitments, so I (Liz Dickins) stepped down from Vice President and took on the role of Secretary.    Rita Hetherington remained our Programme Planner but also took on the role of Vice President.  Shirley Wignall took on the role of Minutes Secretary but, sadly, had to stand down due to ill health, so the role was filled by a very able Veronica Kirby.  Eileen Webster has taken on the recently created role of Welfare contact.

As in past years, we have had an interesting and varied Programme.  The April Meeting saw Valerie Burton, who spoke on the history of Witney Blankets, followed in May by Bob Heath, who talked about Sobell House - a very moving and somewhat emotional talk.  In June we were visited by Teg Davies who was the Assistant Governor of Parkhurst Prison on the IOW.  His talk was most interesting and punctuated with several funny anecdotes - but we all soon realised what a difficult and dangerous job he'd had.  In July, Natalie Hill of Oxfordshire Trading Standards gave us a talk on Rogue Traders.   Margaret Meardon of the RSPB showed a film which identified the various common birds that we might find in our gardens.  In October Ann Sharman talked about Christmas Crafts and gave us various ideas for Christmas gifts, which spurred Jean to produce some wonderful fabric Christmas Puds which we sold at our Craft Stall in November.  For our Birthday Meeting we had the ‘Two Kevins’ who entertained us royally – two very talented musicians with comedy thrown in!   Alaister Lack gave a most interesting talk about his life at the BBC, followed in January by Dr Gillian White's historical talk about Bess of Hardwick.  We finished in February with a talk by Amanda Honer on Homeopathic Therapy.

Our Events subcommittee, headed up by Angela Bailey-Myers, did us proud once again.  They organised:  A walk around Ardington;  St. George’s Day lunch;  a visit to the Lavender Fields and Jane Austen Museum;   a talk by Linda Barker at Denman;  a Pimms & Puds evening;  a Night at Wantage Museum;  a talk by Elizabeth Davison at Wantage Library;  trips to Bowood House, Broughton Castle,  Greys Court and Buckingham Palace;  a walk in Buscot Park;  Harvest lunch;  a Carols & Canapes afternoon;  Bingo;  a Whist Drive;  Theatre trips to see West Side Story and Cats;  a tour and afternoon tea at Christchurch Cathedral;  Christmas lunch at the Bear and, finally, a visit to Whitchurch Silk Mill and The National Needlework Archive.   All in all, some great trips and well supported.

Our Craft/Coffee mornings are still going well and they give members a great opportunity of getting to know each other a little better.  Charity Knitting is going from strength to strength with Angela and Jill at the helm urging us on a every turn.  A great job by everyone involved.  One group of ladies did lots of sewing and knitting for a craft stall in November outside the Bear and raised £250 which was an amazing achievement considering the appalling weather on the day.

We have a great band of ladies who have volunteered to help man the Denman Craft Shop, which has been going for just over a year and has already raised approximately £12,000.00 for Denman College.

A big thank you goes to Mary Lawrence for her continued work on our Photo Albums and also to Jean for our great web site.  Lesley Wilkins and her ladies are busily working on the Banner which we hope will be ready in time for the Centenary Celebrations in 2015.

In November we were invited to take dinner with the Masons in the Masonic Hall, at which Jean gave a very interesting and informative talk about the WI which was appreciated by all.  It was a most enjoyable evening and we hope we might be invited again!  

Funds from the 50/50 club were won by Elizabeth Davison, Jenny Forinton and Anne Hatley and a one day bursary, up to the value of £140, was won by Kathryn Leech.  Two further bursaries were also drawn, each to the value of up to £250 which were won by Brenda Curtis and Brenda Damp.  Funds continue to be raised from our Fruit and Veg raffles.

Our Treasurer, Elizabeth, is standing down after doing such a wonderful job for us for the past few years.  Elizabeth has been a member of various WI's for 58 years and we have been fortunate to have been the recipient of all the amazing knowledge she has gained along the way.  She has been a valued member of our committee, guiding us in the numerous do's and don'ts of the WI.  Without her assistance, we might have gone astray several times‼  Thank you, Elizabeth, for everything.  Hopefully you can now enjoy just being part of the membership without all the responsibility.  Please join me in thanking her. 

Finally, it is with much sadness and regret that our President Jean is standing down after 4 years in office.  She has been an amazing President, always cheerful and always knowing what is needed for the good of our WI.  She always makes time to talk to as many people as possible during break times at our meetings – sorting out problems when they occur.  She will be sorely missed and a very hard act to follow.  Please join me in raising the roof in thanking her for everything she has done for us all.

Liz Dickins

Secretary
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